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PREFACE* 

THE wonderful phenomeda 
which Eleftncity eichibits, 
havQ long been the admiration of 
the ttioft celebrated philofopher^ ; 
and no afliduity has beeti wanting 
to trace their caufes in the fiupen- 
dous fcenes of nature t But while 
the world Was loft in the profundity 
of thefe ipeculations, its more im- 
mediate benefit to mankind was 
very imperfedly underftood. 

Within the laft three years, the 

happy effedls of it in the regulation 

A 2 of 
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of the animal oeconomy have beert 
made evident to feveral of the moft 
eminent^ and moft judidious of the 
Faculty^ whofe candor and philan- 
thropy have admitted it as an article 
for the tur^ of fome difeafes *. 

With 

.♦ It is only within tke laft three years, that 
the many improvements of the Eleftric Ma- 
chine Tiavc been invented, which eonvey this 
fluid lAfo many diTFcrent fotoa, ind have fur- 
nifhe.d the pradlicc of Eledkrieity with a variety 
and accuracy of application 'till then unknown. 
Before the year 1777, the only rriethods of ap- 
plying it to difeafes, were the Sboc^ — the ^ark 
---^nd Jimple EleSrkity. The ufe of Direc-^ 
tors, to convey the fluid from wooden or nle-^ 
tallic points,— the difference of applying this 
ilpid to the naked integuments^ or to the flcia 
covered with refitting fubfl:ances, — the regula- 
tion of the fhock by the Medical EteSlrometer^ 
— the confinement of its adtion to a given 
ipacci— the improvements of the Cuftiion and 
, the Zink Amalgama, are all difcoveries of the 
Jafi three years; To thefe difcoveries it is in- 
debted 
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Wit^ reipe^ to the p?a(^ice of Sur- 
gery, during th^ l^ft Sunamer, un- 
.der t^e patronage i)f the late Mr. 
Elfiy I have treated fome difeafes 
of the joints, fo lucceisfully in St. 
*Thomas\ Hofpital, that an account 
of them was to have been pub- 
H&ed under his infpe^ion, if death 
had not deprived me of fo valuabb 
a Friend, and the world of fo jii- 
, dicious and excellent a Surgeon. 

The prefcnt medical reputation 

.of ^le^ricity has been acquired by 

ft ^gradual courfe of experiments, 

fi^ft upon fuch cafes, as medicine 

and, furgery were infulficient to re- 

debted for hi pfefent fuccefs :. And I think I 
■ ttiay* therefore be aHoWed to date its effefts. In 
i^giil^g .the aniaial ce^aoiiiy>. irom that 
petiod. , . - . 

2 lievc. 



iievc, and afterwards on inanjr, 
where the cures remained impcrfedt, 
or where the habit wanted its pe- 
culiar influence to remove particular 
fymptoms, or to give adion to de- 
ficient powers. 

During my education at the 
Hofpital, I had ieen fo many re- 
medies fail of their promifed fiiccefi, 
after a candid trial, and among the 
reft EleBricityy that on refuming 
the pradlice, I proceeded flowly, and 
doubted much, cautious of being 
mifguided by falfe appearances, 'till 
experience taught me, that when I 
was unfuccefsful, it more often 
proceeded from want of judgement 
in the application, than from want 
of power in the remedy. But by 
a diligent attention to every new 

circum* 
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iQireumftance which occurred, and 
an Impartial ^xaminatioQ of fads, 
% was led by degrees to extend its 
pradicernore generally ; and I hgvo 
the pleafure to fiqd my endeavours 
have not been mifappUed, becaufe 
the terrors of the knife have been 
fr^uently prevented, and fome of 
the common fufferings of huma- 
nity much alleviated. 

. The number of defperate cafes 
arifing from obftrudted menfes, 
which have been relieved by Elec- 
tricity fince the firft publication of 
this pamphlet, brings a fatisfadory 
refledion to my mind, and induces 
me to give a more particular de- 
fcription of my manner of applying 
it, that the pradice may become 
general, and that an objedion 

which 
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«fhich has been iUibefally ufged^ 
»gainft it may be removed ^ f&i # 
any indelicacy attended tlie nftjjdff 
of treatment, .that alone would' IkvQ 
been an infuperable ot^e^ion^d tfle 
Recommendation of it, and mtjft 
have difcoufaged thef «feof/<>«fii-* 
pacioys and {o bencfici^ a remedy. - 

Under the delire however of git-* 
jng fuph a general defcription, as 
may dircd Medical Praditioners, \ 
feel a dilHculty which arifes fron) 
the novelty of the futjed; ; and Mr. 
Partington's intention of giving the 
public a View of the prefent State 
of Medical Eledricity being de-p 
ferred, increafes my embarrafTment. 
— I mu ft therefore confine ray de- 
fcription to the mode which wasf 
ufed in the recovery of thofe pa^ 

tients 
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tiehtS wliofe fcafcs . arfe dhfiexed y 
Which indeed is thie ufual mode I 
adopt, except whiefe the dbftruc-^ 
tion depends on remote caufesi and 
Whete ofteh the delicacy of the 
tohftitutiorti makes the moft gentle 
operations lieeeflary, and fottietimfe^ 
effeduah 

I misft llippofe every Praditionet 
to have made himfelf thoroughly 
acquainted with the Eledfical Ma- 
chine, and its common apparatus^ 
before he commences the cure of 
<lifeafes with it, becaufe that is as 
hesceffary as ariatotny is to the prac-«-. 
tite of furgery, of chymiftry t& 
medicine. Heis]then to add to his 
apparatus two modern inftruments, 
which from their ufe are termed 
DireBors^ and arc fmall metallic 
a rods, 
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end of theiQ, mounted on handles 
of glafs.— The Leyden Phial, halv- 
ing a oei^diciil Ele^ometer fixed tq 
it, h firft to be- fet to a given 
charge, which ejuft be regujated 
by a previous confideration of the 
age, the ftrength, and fenfibillty 
of the patient. Two pieces of 
iknder wire (which I think much 
preferable to chain] are to be fixe4 
round the rods of the Dire<Slors, 
and one of them connected with 
the outfidc coating of the jar, the 
other being fattened to the Eledro* 
meter. The patient, ictting in a 
chair, is then to place one of thefe 
inftruments at the lower part of 
the ipine, nearly upon the Os Sa<^ 
crura, either by direding it through 
the pocket, or down the back of 
2 the 



tli6^ ft^s: fljfe is ihefn to place Ihe 
other mftruraent below the peak df 
herftays ;' and letting them temaM 
in thefe fituations, the wheel is 
turned, and the ftiock paffes imme- 
dfetfefy through that part of the 
Pelvis which is included betweeni 
the Dir€<^6^» This fhock being 
^pealed or increiafed^ aecordirtg as 
the patient is affedcd by it, the 
Pi#e<!^©r is removed from- the Os* 
Pubis and placed under one footj- 
and afterwards under the other, and 
a few fbocks are thus fent from the 
iaeriam to the feet. 

The fituation of the Directors k 
now to be changed" to fuch' a pofi-' 
tiori, as to fend fome lateral fhocks 
acrofs the Pelviis, by placing them' 
through: each pocket-hole. Thur 
a 2 I fup- 
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I fuppofe the nerves ^nd veflek| 
which are diflributed to the uterus, 
jnuft be gffc<aed by tl^p paffage of 
iJie eled^ric fluid. 

This is the outline of th^ me-? 
^hod I have ufed in the generality 
of cafes which haye been fubmitte^ 
Xo my care ; and where the difeafe 
has arifen only from an obftrudion 
of thqfe veffels, this method ha^ 
always proved fpccef§ful. 

Wh^n the obftrufition is caufed 
by a general debility, yet is attended, 
with lymptoms which require relief, 
the application of Jhockj[ are often 
very imprpper.-r-'-r-The Eledric 
poiyers muft in fuch ^ pafe be mo- 
derated according to the fy mptoms ; 
JDUt as it would require a differta-, 

tioi^ 



tjon on the fubjed, to defcribe the 
various modes in which this £uid 
is applicable to the human frame, 
I decline entering upon it here; 
$nce the intention of this publica- 
tion is only to refute an opinion, 
which prevails with fomc, that the 
Experiments with Eledricity are in- 
decifive, and tend to no particular 
point. Cafes of extreme debility, 
attended with periodical pains about 
the region of the Uterus, aggra- 
vating other Symptoms, are the only 
ones in which I have failed of fuccefs, 
bvit they are fo few, that though I 
am bound to acknowledge them, 
they do not induce me to alter my 
opinion, that Eledricity is as cer- 
tain a fpecifick for the removal of 
Menftrual Obftruftions, as the Bark 

for 



for the cure, of Intermittccitt, *< 
^ercury for the Lues VenereJt. 

r cannot conclude this Preface 
without recommending the trial of 
this remedy in thofe difeafes of t^e 
Ovarium, which commence towards 
the latter periods of menfiruation ^ 
not that I have had experience 
enough to le^d me beyond conjec- 
ture ; but as thefe difeafes are fa 
often fatal, a rational mode of 
relief may with great propriety be 
attempted, particularly as in judi- 
cious hands no harm can accrue 
frpm it. 

Thus having difeharged my duty, 
in fubmitting to the facu/iy,, the 
method I ufed in the treatment of 

the 
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the following Cafes, I hope no 
imputation of harbouring a fecret 
can be attributed to me ; for that 
is a crime which in profeffional 
knowledge I have been taught to 
delpife. — To the experience and 
to the judgement of Medical Prac- 
titioners I muft leave any deviations 
they may think proper in particular 
Cafes, reminding them that the 
afUftance of medicine is not to be 
difcarded. 
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CONSIPEilATIO]SrS/&c. 

AMONG the vatlety of difeafes, 
with which human nature is af- 
flidled, men have but few, which arife 
from a peculiarity of the ftrudture, in^ 
tention, and conformatio,n of parts j but 
the female fex have feveral> which fome- 
times are dangerous^ and often difficult 
to cute : amodg thcfe, the difeafes of the 
Uterus form the greateft part; and that 
of which I propofe to treat being fre- 
quently the firft, has fo great an influence 
Over the future habit, that it may be ac- 
counted the asra from whence they date a 
life of fickncfs or enjoyment. 

B As 



[ 2 ] 

As the intention of nature in the fof-» 

mation of the female (ex, was^ among 

other things, for the nutrition of the 

child while in utero, and for its fupport 

during the firft months of its infancy, fo 

women are fupplied with a fupcrfluous 

quantity of blood from the time they 

arc capable of conception, to anfwer thefe 

purpofes ; and they are defended againft 

any inconvenience they might fufFer from 

the ftimulus which this accumulation, 

after a certain period, might produce, by 

her making an occafional effort for its 

difchargc in a part where it meets with 

the leaf): refinance, the ilrudure and the 

fituation of the womb being well adapted 

to afford it a commodious pafTage. 

This difcharge is denominated the 
Menflrual Flux, becaufe the period of 
its flowing IS naturally once every lunar 
month; and the female confiitution fo 

much 
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much depends upon the regularity of this 
flux, that the obftruftion of it is ever at- 
tended with immediate or confequent 
ill-health: a method therefore of re- 
lieving it with certainty will, I truft, 
be thought an advantage to phyfic^ 
becaufe it feems hitherto to have beea 
ineffedually fought after by the learned 
and ingenious* 

The medicines which have been re- 
commended, and are ufed, to remove 
thefe obftrudions, are not always found 
adequate to the purpofe ; and fome con- 
ftitutions are not able to bear their ope- 
ration ; a mode therefore of relieving fp 
common, and yet fo dangerous, a com^ 
plaint, which can be pradtifed without 
detriment to the health, applied to the 
feat of the diforder alone, and may 
be regulated according to the age, the 
ftrength, and the conftitution of the pa- 
P ? tient, 
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tieat, will appear the moft rational| as weU 
as moft probable mode of cure. 

That the power of the ekftric fhock 
\$ adequate to this ptirppfp, we- wanjt not 
'the authority of manjr avithofa pf the firft 
reputation to prpve. 

Van Swieten, upon the difeafes prqper 
to virgins, fays, ^^ When the power of 
ff eledricity began to be employed in the 
f ' cure of difeafes, the menftruaj flux wa^^ 
f^ from that wonderful power, obferved 
5' to be confiderably ^ncreafed, aiid to 
f ' flow in .greater abundance than ^t any 
f' time before; nay, bqth before the pe?- 
*f riods, and after they were gone ofi^^ a 
" woman has been known to get a Fluor 
f ^ Albus *; which (he never on any for^ 



** mer 



♦ A modern author, treating of the difeafes pro- 
per to women, obferves, that the Fluor Albus is ^ 

frcc[uent 
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ff mer pccafion had cjcp^rifenccd in hep 
/^ life. Jut the elearic fliock, like 
f f thtinidef, penetrafces every thiog ini|:an- 
ff tapeoyflys hence the yeflel§ are ppenr 
f^ ed, and the TOOtiQ» of (he fluids is in 
f.* a monjent quickly increafed." 

Pf, Gullen g»ye? hjs fentimeot$ jdq ;thc 
iVhjea: flill mor^ ftr^Bg, whe;ri hi^ iayfl^ 
f* The yaripii^ r?»ediciflep;tfco«Bj3ifcadefi 
f* as ftimul^nts Jp th? uteripe yeflek an- 
'.* der the tijle of Emmcn^gogueis^.havp 
f* never apjpeared to nje t^he efFedlnal 'j; 
f * and I cannot perceive, that any of ^tJjem 
f^ are policed pf ^^A^ifif power in this 
f * refp€<3:.r?r^-rPne pf ihi? moft powerful 

frequent complaint when the menfes are cither de- 
feftive or immoderate j and I fliall Blew in the Ob- 
fervations on the Cafes annexed, that the eledkic 
fhock has fometimes produced this efFeft previous tp 
the appearance of the menfes, but that it ceafed on ^ 
jheir approach, and never appeared afterwards. 

^* means 
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*' means of exciting the adtion of the 
" vcflels in every part of the fyjlem^ is 
<^ the ELECTRIC SHOCK; and it has 
*' been employed with fuccefs for excite 
^* ing the veffels of the uterus/* 

Dr. Mufgrave, treating of the Pulmo- 
nary ConAimption, in his third Gulfto- 
nian Lefture, read before the College of 
Phyficians this year, obferves, with re- 
fped to thofe confiimptions which take 
their origin from obftrudled menfes, that 
^^ The power of the eleftric fhock in 
" removing either the obftrudtions them- 
•^ felves, or at leaft their concomitant 
•^ diforders when recent, isfo great, I 
«* could almoft fay fo miraculous, that \ 
^^ do not except even thcfc from the pof- 
<* fibility of a cure," 

I may be allowed, therefore, to infer, 
that the good efFedts of Eledlricity in 

renioy- 
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removing thefe obftruftions have becti 
pradtically evident to thefe authors 5 but 
tjie Baron Vaft Swieten's remark was 
made at a time when the ftudy of* 
Eledricity was in its infancy, and its 
application was accompanied with fuch 
fharp pain, as made its operation too 
much dreaded to be admitted into ge-* 
ncral pradlice : the cures which were at 
that time performed by it, wdTc gene- 
rally efFedted by the firft fhock, which 
if it failed, was too feverely felt by the 
patient, to encourage him to apply a 
fecond time ; and this I prefume is the 
reafon why thefe gentlemen have not had 
the opportunity of obferving its efFeds 
to be fo conftant, as it has been under the 
method in which I have conduced it ; 
which is totally the reverfe of any former 
mode, being gentle, yet effeftual ; applied 
to the feat of the difordpr, and not to 
the whole frame. 

I hope 
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1 tiopc I {hall not be thought to dd-a 
viate from the province of Surgeryi by 
treating of a difeafe which has hitherto 
fallen under the care of the Phyfician^ 
when it is obferved that the mode I pro- 
pofe for its cure> is an operation per-^ 
formed by the hand> with the affiftance 
of inflruments, and therefore falls undef 
the care of Surgery *. I might add, that 
anatomical fkill is necefTary to direct it 
with propriety and fuccefs* 

The many furgical complaints which 
take their origin from this obftrudtioUi 
and the number which are aggravated by 
it, led me firft to the trial of attempting 
their relief by this powerful force. The 

* Eft vero chijurgicaj ca pars medicinae, qu* 
manu curat : eft medicinae pars, quae docet, quomo- 
do manuum imprimis, atque inftrumentorum, imo( 
et medicamentorum externorum adjumento morbi 
(rel curandi fint vcl avertcndi. 

Celfus, lib, i. Prafat, p. 3. //«w, lib. vil. in 
'principio Prafaiionis^ 

A fuccefs 
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fUCce(^ i met with induced me td cdii-* 
fider the fubje<3: more attentively, and 
from the experinients I made in con-* 
fequence of that attention ^ the {)refent 
thoughts on the difeafe arofe* 



THE ifttei^ruptioh of the menrtriial 
flux, is to be confidered as arifing from 
two different caufes : The one I {hall 
name, after a celebrated atithor, thfe 
Retention j and the other^ the Supprejfion 
of the menfes. 

The ^fft is, when they do not begirt 
to flow at the period of life, in which 
they may be eXpefied; and the lafl:^ 
when after they have taken place for fome 
time, they ceafe, from other caufes than 
conception, to return at their ufual and 
proper periods. 

C The 
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The retention of the menfes is not 
td be confidercd as a difeafe, merely 
from their not flowing at the period 
which is cuftomary with other young 
girls, becaufe the period is fo various in 
different young women that no precife 
time can be afligned as proper to tha 
fex in general. Different climates make 
great variety in this particular ; in Eng- 
land they generally appear about the 
thirteenth or fourteenth year; but in 
many more early, and in fome not 
till the fixteenth year, and then fre-^ 
quently without any diforder occafion- 

ed thereby.. It has been remarked 

by phylicians, that when this difchargc 
appears ^t a proper age, and without any 
particular inconveniences, a fudden in* 
creafe of flature has been obferved, fo 
that in a few months the body has grown 
taller than it had done for a year or two 
before. The retention therefore, is not 

to 
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to be confidered as a difeafe^ unlefs vrhtn 
about the time the menfes fhould be ex-^* 
pedcd to appear, fome diforders arife 
which may be imputed to that retention, 
beirig fuch as we know from experience, 
when happening at that period, are re-* 
moved by the flowing of the menfes. 

. The figns which denote the firft ap- 
pearance of the menftrual difcharge, are 
•— the fwelling of the breaft, a heavinefs 
and lazihefs, a pain in the back or about 
the kidneys ; a yawhitig and ftretching 
of the body; a flufliing in the cheeks, 
which comes and goes j fomctimes they 
have a loathing, with a defire to reach* 
In fbme the mufcles and tendons of the 
neck become tenfe and rigidi aqd others 
coQiplaln of 4 h^ad^ach, 

*rbefe fymptoms difappejr upon the 

flowing of the menftrual difcharge, which 

Q Z continues 
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poDtinues a longer or a fliortcr time i^ 
4iiFerent women ; with ibme it -is ovec 
in three or four days, but with Qtifcer^ 
\t lafts pear a whole weejc. It is reckone4 

better wh^ it drills away by degrees, an4 
|iows on without intierruption iintU[,:4(: 
peafes entirely. Not unfr^quently i^ 
happens that the menftrua will flow two 
pr three days, then Aop^ ai>d prefc^tly 
after refurrf again ; iiich women hf^weycy 
»re if able,, during ih^ .^nterrup^ojcijf ;1q 
jiavf all .the fypiptom? returPji y/l^ch 
^fualjy |)recede the,. flowing ^; jthcff 
inenfes, particularly , a headjacj^, ^?f)d ; ^ 
^roijblefoixie ftifFnefs in the neckji w}>fc]|jt 
lafts till 4he blood begins to- floiw ,ag^iQ 
frqni^h? i|tcru6*. -,; ; . ♦ ,;r;-- [ 

The diforders which denote a Retention 
pf the menfes, are a fluggiflinefs and^ fre? 
gucnt fenfe of Jaflitude and,, debility^ 

f Vide Galeji, lib/tbi^^hap.'j. ■;;■;,, "; 
» . '-7- witl^ 
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fvitb various fymptpms of iBdigcftioii,^ 
^d fari>^iitte5 ^ de^rc to catrpC.umwtu* 
rjrl ^feipgB* • At the, iffop^ time Ji&c faw 
iaofe& its vivid co}our> bdcoqies pa}e,an4 
lirequentjy pf s^ yejlowifli comple^doni 
jthe \vJiole body grow$ pale aod flaccid i 
the feet;, and perhaps a ^reat part, of, the 
body are affedted with gedematous fwel- 
lings : The breathing is; hurriodi>y iny 
quick cor laborious motictn of the bodjr, 
f^nd t]3.e: he^rt is li^bfle'to palpitation an4 
fofyikCGpc: a hiCad-Hi:b foaietinares^oc-^ 
curs, ' but taoiie certiittJy pairi* bf thd 
^ack; IbiQSy and hauA4ih^S. " 

■ -M- ^..!; ro t.. ;::•• ;::: v,-v . ... ?: ,•:: -^ 

. Jhefe-^roptomsj^^^^rhe^r; in a big;^ ck^ 

|;ree, ,cflnfti,tute tlee-CJliib^is ot^C^x^i^ 

' ficknefs^ which hardly ever sppears^^ fc;^ 

parate from the retention of the m^nies^ 

A confiderable laxity and flaccidity of 
thewiiolc fyftem ^is ikhlftftly apjJkrfent 
from tbefe fymptoms, affrd-kad Us^hfeire- 
fofe to jfidge that* ^e retenfion -of-'thc 
A nlenfes 
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mcnies accompanying them is owing toi 
weak aftion of the veflels of the uter irs, 
infufficientto ovcix:omc^the rigidity of the 
extremities of the uterine artdries,' which 
therefore do not impel the blood to their 
extremities with a force fufficient to open 
them and pour out blood by them. 

How it happens that at a certain pe«- 
riod of life a flaecidity of the fyftem 
srifes in young women,, not originally 
affciSed with any (iich weaknefs or laxity, 
and of which jbut a little time before 
they gave no ipdicatipn, is difficult to ex*- 
plain. Some very ingenious conjedtures 
on. this fubjcft, have however of late 
been publifhcd; but it is not proper or 
ncceffary for me to give any opinion 
about them. 

J muft npt omit to mention another 
caufe of retention of the jnenfes which 
fotpet^mes opg^rs j J. ipean an unnatural 
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oonforttiatioh of the parts ; nature Ibmc* 
times varying from her accuftomed planj 
in the conArudion of thefeorgans, as well 
as every other of her works. Thefe in- 
ftances however do not often exift, but 
when they occur, they require the affiftancc 
of a flcilful furgeon to remedy them, and 
his affiftance fhould not be long deferred $ 
for when the retention of the menfes 
happens from fuch caufes, nature oftimes 
opens the moft furprifing paflages and 
uncommon outlets for her relief *• 

I am next to coniider the caufes of the 
iiippreflion of the menfes, and then to 

* fiocrhiave Aphorifm. Seft. MCCLXXXVL 
The blood being thus accumulated, frequently opentf 
to itfelf the ihoft furprifing paflages, generally con*' 
Cdered as very uncommon outlets to the menftrua } 
for they have been obferved by phyficians to force 
their way by the eyes, ears, noftrils, gums, falivary 
glands, cefophagus, inteftines, bladder, breafts, fkin, 
and through particular wounds an<! ulcers^ 

treat 
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treat of the method of relief, whicK, i# 
it is nearly the fame in both cafes, 1 defei" 
till I have fpoke of this fecond af- 
fedion. 

The Supprejion of the! menfes pccursi 
only, after the flux has been for fome 
time regularly eftabli{hed> and when the 
interruption cannot be referred to the 
caufes of Retention, but muft be imputed 
to fome refiftance in the extreme vefTelt 
of tl^e uterus. Thus for inftance, cold, 
fear, and other caufes which may pro- 
duce a conftridlion of the extreme veflels, 
often are the caufes of Suppreffion. Some 
phyficians have fuppofed an obftrudling 
lentor of the fluids to occafion the re- 
fiftance, but this has been efteemed 
purely hypothetical, without any proper 
evidence of the fadt, which from othef 
confiderations is thought improbable. 

There 



\^m'itt indeed 'fohiecafci t^ Tup2 
jpreflion which ktm to depend upoti a 
debility of the fyftem in general^ and 
confcqueritly of the veflcls of the literus. 
But'* id -fueh 'the 'fuppr^ffidn always* 
appeart^ a^ 'fyrti^tdtnatic of iht * dther 
aiafetStioHsV 'and therefore muft he treated: 
atc^rdJff^ly. ' ■ - 

^Ht "idiopathic cafdsof Su^^fefliori 
tire atteiwicd wfth ' Vaf ioos fyniptbttis or 
diiohlfefs^/^fFereht parts of the' body, 
very cdrritaidniy arififig from thcblodd^ 
which fhbirld have paffed by f he tit^his^ 
being' dfetdtmiricd more copionfly inter 
other pdrtsj ahd vefy often Witli fuch 
force as to produce hemorrhages : hencd 
bleeding from the nofe, lungs, ftomach^ 
et cteterdj have > appeared in' con- 
fequertce of fuj^pt^fTed menfes; Hefidd 
thefey there are corrtihonly hyftcfie ffvRp^ 
tonis and affeftions tjf the ftttiiiach pro-^ 
D duced 
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duced by the fame caufe, and frequently 
cholic pains, with a bound belly. 

In treating of the cure of the Reten- . 
txon, or of the Supprefficrq, I do not mean 
to diibard the afliilance.of niedicine.. I 
propofe the elect Jtic shock to.be ufed 
only to remove one fymptoni, . but that 
I believe will be allowed the principal 
one. I propofe it to remove the ^afm of 
the extreme veiTels of the ute.rus, by 
determining the- blood to thoferiY^elsi 
and by accelerating the. circulation 
through them 5 ,an eiFed whiclj^.has fo 
Ipng been wilhcd for,; but lyhich has 
never been obtained with certainty, by , 
any -Other means. 

A flaccidity of the fyftem, and a weak 
aflion of the veflels of the uterur.> may 
then be confidered as moft frequent caufes . 
of the Retention of the menfes ; and they. 

are 
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trt to be cured, by reftoring the tone of 
the fyftem in general, and by exciting the 
adlion of the uterine veffels in particular. 
The tone of the fyftem in general, at the 
commencement of the difeafe, is to be 
reftored by exercife, by cold bathing, and 
by the aiiiftance of chalybeates with 
other proper medicines. 

The aftion of the uterine vefTcls is to be 
excited by determining the blood into 
them, through the defcending aorta, 
with a particular acceleration. It has 
been propofed to efFeft this, . by purging 
and other medicines, by the exercife of 
walking, by fri<ftion, by warm bathing 
of the lower extremities, and by a com- 
preflion of the iliac veffels* Whether 
any or all of thefe means have anfwercd 
the defired purpofe, I leave to the ex- 
perience of Phyficians. The cafes which 
Jjave been fent to me for relief, where 
D « thefe 
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tKisfb rcrncdies • baye failed^ i^nd tli? 
Iirfcere ponfeflion of authors, have le4 
ine to fuppofe they are not to be relied 
ypon ; I will, jhefefore, refer the riea^cr 
to the quotation I have made from Dr,, 
Cijllen, to authenticate the probability 
pf the iple<ftric ihocl^ being the ,moft 
likely means of fxciting the aftion of 
^he vefTcls in any part of the fyftem^ an4 
then leave him to judge frpn^the Cafes 
I fhatl annex, whether it has ai)fwere4 
$his expectation • 

Tp remove the ppnftridlipn aff?(gting 
jhe extreme yeffels pf the uterus, Pr. 
Cullen very feqfibly lays down aa the 
fiief indication of cure in cafes of fupj 
preflion ; and for anfwcring this purpofe, 
he fays, *^ the principal remedy is warm 
f^ bathing applied to the region of the 
f* uterus- This however, continues hc^, 
ff is not always effectual; and I do not 
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f* kaow A)f jany ptW! remedy adapt^ 
^^ tQ r the indicajtwjj. Befides thhr :m^ 
** MftP perhaps no /:Qthf5r mcaii$ of re- 
'« TOQviog Abe jQoqftri^JQn in.faidt, .bat 
^* jtbat of inip^^fing the a<ftion and force 
^' of tB.e veflcls of the uterus, fo as 
^* thereby to overcome the refiftance or 
^' conftru9tion of their extremities- This 
^* leads, therefore to employ the. fatoc 
*' remedies in the cafes. of Suppceffion, 
^* as thofe prefcrihed in cafes of Reten- 
♦^ tion; the tonics however, and cold 
V bathing, fepm to be lefs properly 
f^ adapted to the cafes of Suppreflioni 
f* and have appeared tp me of ambiguous 
/^effedl."^ - 

It frequently happens in cafes of SupT 
prcflion, that though the mepfes dp not 
flow at their ufual pcrjods, there arp 
pften, at thofe periods, forne marks pf ai^ 
j^ijbrt to. produce the. difcharge. Th? 
^jjoj: albusor whites I hav? obferved to 
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lie particularly incrcafed at fuch times^ 
auid to have been produced- previous^ to the 
inenftrual difchargc by the eledric (hock. 
It is at ^thefe feafons^ when the efforts 
of the fyftem are concurring, that the 
rcnaedies for renioving the obftrudtion 
iboold be put in ufe^ and I can affirm, 
that with a proper attention to the par- ^ 
ticular drcum fiances of the cafes, and 
by a ikilful application of the eledtric 
^ock, I have nenjer as yet failed in one 
injlance to re-eflablifh the natural dif* 
fpharge^ Some of the cafes which were 
put under my diredlion were fo peculiar, 
that J could not amufe my PatienU even 
with Hope; but as a late author, in 
treating of the confumption, has laid it 
down, as the dqty of thofe who cultivate 
the ftudy of medicine, ntv^r to fuffer 
Hope to be totally extinguifhed, becauie 
the extinftion of Hope is the extinftion 
pf Endeavour j I undertook to attempt 

tbw 
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tlieif relief— and the fuccefs evinced tho 
truth of.his maxinii 

' ' ■•*.... 

The jftrength of- the ckftric ftwck: is To 
diffe^etit^JaccordiDg to the mecha^iilfni of 
tile: machine, and o£ other part& of the 
apparatus,, that, till thefe matters . are^ 
brought to a moft exadt nicety, it will 
be tfiipdfiible . to. giw Ifipy defcjription. of 
tbiJ fpROfiwith whifch it.fliould be appli- 
ed; jti^ even then^; indeed, there will be 
fuch i variety in the Jfepfations of diffe- 
rent {JWple, that the force of itrmu^ be 
.J^ulaited :by their feelings, and. vfill with 
diflici^ltybQir reduced to rjule.-r'It has 
hitherto^ I am fure, been ufed much too 
ilrong:; and tho£b , who have had.thexou- 
tage:c^nd curioiity to feel it, have gjyea 
iQin}e:.itn4 fo dr^dful a defcriptipn of 
thq bJlQW, that alQipft every new^patient 
who applies, expjsjdling the fame fenfa- 
tioUi is alarmedwjtl^; the apprehei^ 

of 



<jf Vkat the- is to fuffer: Ic is^-fottirftik-e* 
fadion to hear theirf-Goi&f€fll6rf:a^4jr^ 
wards, that the fliock was lefs difagree- 
at>le' tliaft' 'ihcy eobld have dlppo6id?|iTnd 
ihd6ed > It- ikneceiTary if (kauhi bd (fo^Jbe^j 
eai»f^Hiit>i«6 :tteaH4l-dnfe • rep«tideflf{^«1e'i^ 






where firi:iple obftru^ftiohs of a/{fe»MtduU 
rltifert, ' vrithouf any V4sry pematkftbte at-i> 
tendanr-fytnptomi^ ware re{ftt)ved by: thd 

fb^cfibnty of thU'i^'th^dy .--^I ^lili^^fpi- . 
fort jiafs ovci^ tfic i^ieiy of o^fe^'^hith 
I HaVc*rclifeved/-arrd cbhfiiie rayi^lf tb a 
few -particular- 6*esf, ^ ^fem the-cincciaiiti 
ftatipes were of ftiich'ai nature as to !tiKl«» 
Ae ptiwer o# me^kiine meffe^Qat> btt< 
iHrhcre Ithe' elfedlric fht^ck, excoed^g ^^ 
ct{*6ftatibnl5 \v!iS:h^ Were fotiSd ft'dflf 
it/^rtmored :the-bMlWa^M^^ at Efieft 
4 effeduai 
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effeftual manner. — I will, howevef, add/ 
as a general remark, that when the ob- 
ftrudtion has been of fhorC duration, or 
when it has only been an interruption 
from cold or aecidcnt— ^-the flux Has bedn 
reftored in its accdflotoed period by a 
few gentle (hocks, and all the fymptomS 
accruing from it havd been relieved by 
the return of the difchargc^ 



CASE 
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CASE L 

A Young lady, of an exceeding healthy 
conflitution, whofe periods had 
commenced about her fourteenth year, 
and had eftabliihed themfelves regularly 
without any inconvenience, took cold, 
by walking in a windy day at an impro- 
per time ; the menfes were immediately 
checked ; but as no great pain enfued, 
(he did not acquaint any of the family 
with the accident. — Her mother, how-» 
ever, who was very attentive to her, ob- 
ferving fome time after that (he was un- 
well, and enquiring into her complaints, 
difcovered the caufe. — She was put under 
the direcflion of the family apothecary, 
who gave her the proper medicines, and 
did not omit bleeding her; by this at- 
tention he alleviated the fymptoms, but 

4 was 
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was hot able to produce a return of the* 
difchargc. — Finding her ftomach afFedted 
by the medicines, fhe left them off, and. 
went into the country, and to the fea,^ 
during the fammer. At her return. to 
town in December laft, I was defired to 
fee her.-** It. was then more than teu: 
months fince fhe had been regular.; — She. 
was grown thin and pale, was coftive, 
but had not loft her fpirits, her appetite, 
or her reft .—I began with infulating herj^ 
an4 drawing fparks from her ftomach and 
feet ; and a few days after, I paffed gen- 
tle fhocks from the hands and the verte- 
brae of the neck to the feet, increafing 
them from day to day to the end of the 
•firft fortnight j but in that time I could 
not perceive my treatment made any alte? 
ration ip her, I concluded from thence^ 
that as the obftrudion was probably 
feated only in the veflels of the uterus, 
my fhock ftiould be pafled, if not con- 
E ^ finedjk 
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fined, to the diredtion of thofe vefleis.'^" 
Accordingly I placed my direftors in 
fuch a manner as to convey the eledtric 
matter through every part of the uterus > 
and having continued this metho4 two 
days, on the third I had a meffagc to ac-» 
quaint me of the fuccefs that attended it; 
a mild and eafy difcharge was produced, 
and continued, without interruption, its 
proper time. I h^ve the fatisfaSion to 
Jcnow, that this young lady has contir 
nued perfedly regular ever fince, and has 
grown fiirprizingly fince her health was 
cftablifhcd. 

R E M A R |C S, 

ft fhould be obferved, that while the 
Shocks were paffed univerially in this 
cafe, that is, from one extremity of the 
'|:>ody to the other, they produced no par- 
ticular tffcQ, on the obftru^ion of an in-* 
ternal part, but feemcd to adt only, ^nd 

with- 
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without any good or bad effe^, on the 
external mufcles; but as foon as the 
powers of elc(Jlricity were regulated and 
confined to the veflels of the uterus^ th? 
fffc(i was quick and falutary. 



CAS 5 
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CASE IL 

tN confequcncc of the fuccefs of clcc^ 
tricity in the former cafe, a young 
married woman was fent to me who had 
laboured under an obilrudioQ of the 
menfes for more than four months.—^ 
She was of a ftrong, full, and plethoric 
habit, was clearly free from any fufpicions 
of pregnancy, at the time complained of 
violent pains ip her ftoniach and back, 
and had for feveral preceding days been 
troubled with a Diarrhoea. — rHer appre- 
henfions of the eledtric (hock were great ^ 
and that fhe might be prejudiced in fa- 
vour of them, I paffed them very gently 
the firft day, but fufficient to relieve, for 
the prefcnt, the pains fhe cojmplained 

of: 

. The 
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The next day {he was more free from 
pain, but her Diarrhoea was very trouble* 
fomc. — I then pafled ftronger fhocks, yet 
moderate ones, through the region of the 
pelvis ; and I defired her to fend to her 
apothecary on her return home, to advifc 
with him for her Diarrhoea, — But ere fhc 
reached her home the menfes flowed 
abundantly ; and from that moment the 
laxity of her bowels ceafed, her com- 
plaints vanifhed immediately, and ihe 
has fince been pregnant, and gone the 
full time* 

REMARK. 

It is evident from the caution I ufed 
in paffing the fhocks very gently the firfl 
day, that the return of the menfes is not 
to be attributed to the fudden fright, or 
to any affeftion of the mind which the 
novelty of the method of cure occafioned, 

—On 
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—On the contrary, it is as evident, that 
the eledric fluid, pafling with a due force 
through the obftruded velTels on the fe- 
cond day, increafed the velocity of the 
circulation fufKcicnt t® remove the con- 
• ftridtion at the extremities of the interinc 
veflfeh. — It is alfo evident, that the purg- 
ing, which I had fuppofed might be. ow- 
ing to another caufe, was only an effort 
of nature to eafe herfelf of fomc part of 
the load; for the moment the menfes 
began to flow, this fymptom left her. — 
This is a fymptom remarked to attend on 
the fupprefllon of the menfes by Hippo- 
crates; " Quibufdam ventris fubdudtiones 
** diuternae/' 

The nuptial {late has been thought by 
fome phyficians of great eminence to be 
fo favourable to this difeafe, that it has 
been recommended by them: it will, 

how* 
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however, appear by this cafe to have fid 
gtcater certainty than medicines. 

But it will require fome knowledge to 
diftinguiih cafes of pregnancy from the 
difeafe in queftion.-^The powers, there- 
fore^ of the eleiSxic fluid fhould not h6 
ufed in the cure of difeafes without be^ 
ing joined to a knowledge of the animal 
ceconomy^ a^ much harm may accrue 
from the improper management of fo 
adive a fluidi 



tkst 
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CASE IIL 

A Young woman, at the age of twenty-* 
two, defired my advice for a tumor 
of her thigh, which followed an unhap-^ 
py accident fhe met with two years be- 
Yore. Her cafe was attended with many 
complicated fym'ptoms, and, among them, 
a fuppefEon of the menfes, which had 
iafted feven months. I thought it right 
to relieve, if poflible, this fymptom be- 
fore I proceeded to perform the opera- 
tion which was neceflary for the tumor. 

For three fucceffive days I paffed fome 
eledtric fliocks through the region of the 
pelvis; and on the fourth, (he was at- 
tacked with a violent pain in her fide, 
which left her on applying the fliocks 
to that part. — In about three hours it 
I returned 
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returned, and I was fent for, I re* 
peated the Shocks, and the pain ^gain 
vaniflied. — I vifited her fix hours after, 
when the pain had begun to attack the 
fide. — I paffed a ftronger fliock, which 
removed it, and fhe flept well the whole 
night.^^The next day, being the fifth, 
the menfes appeared, and flowed gently 
for three days ; but ceafing then, the 
paia of the fide returned, and was fo vior 
lent, that I was fent for in a hurry. 
—When I came to her I found her in 
great agony ; but being informed of 
the caufe, I begged to make trial of 
cledtricity once more, which (he readily 
confented to, as fhe had experienced 
fuch infl:antaneous relief before. -^On its 
application, the pain ceafed,— A very 
fliort time after, the flux came on, and 
continued two days. — I attended her for 
Several weeks after upon the former ac* 
F z count* 
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count> and had the pleafure to fee he^^ 
recover from all her complaints. 



REMARK, 

It will appear from this cafe |k)w ztrt 
tentive th§ praditioner of Elcdlricity 
fhould be tQ the fymptoms bis applica- 
tion may give r^fc to. A novice m the 
art would have been perhaps alarmed at 
the return^ and at the metaftaiis^ of re-r 
moval of the fymptoois ; but experience 
had taught me to expedfc peculiar iymp-t 
toms from the revolution, which the 
eleftric fhock'muft produce in the iyf- 
tem. The refiftance of the veffels of 
the uterus might be too great to* gjve 
way to the firft efforts, and a weaken* 
part might therefore fuffer incoi^veni-. 
cnce ; but I knew, from repeated trials^ 
^hofe pains would leave her on the ap- 
plication 
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plication of the fhock^ directed towards 
the obftrufted veflels, and that the de- 
sired event would, by fteady perfeveraijce^^ 
\>c produced. 



CASE 
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CASE IV. 

P^EBRUARY loth, 1779, a young 
woman, about 22 years of age, came 
to me to be eledtrified for a pain in her 
fide, which fhe had been troubled with 
for fome months, without being able to 
get relief, 

She related to me, among other things, 
a very particular circumftance.— Fron^ 
the time that fhe firft began to menftru- 
ate, file faid, that they flowed regularly 
in their natural channel for two fucceflive 
months, btit on the third month they 
had as regularly been vomited up from 
the flomach, which at thofe times was 
affedted with pain and fic|cnefs». 
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When flie related this to me ihe was 
within a week of the period when they 
ihould have been difcharged from the 
jftomach.— I was defirous, therefore; to 
try if the Eleftric Shock would have 
power to alter the courfe s and with this 
view, I pafled fome ftiocks from the fto- 
ms^ch to the feet^ and to the os pi^is» 
continuing them every day, 

1 3th Feb. She informed me the men- 
fes had appeared at their natural outlet; 
but they flopped the next day, and a pain 
leized the fide and the back. — Thefe 
pains were removed by gentle fhocks, 
and the menfes flowed again,-— The four 
fucceeding days they remitted, and flowed 
again after being eledtriiied.— On the ^ 

18th, She omitted to come to me; and 
the next day, the 

i9tb. 
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l^tii, A finall quantity was di&hirgcA 
from the ftomach, which w^s very fidk 
the whole day,— I then increafed thd 
ftrength of the fliocks, paffing them 
through the ftomach to the os pubis and 
to the feet.— The menfes flowed from 
this time in a larger quantity than be* 
fore, without intenxiiflion, for three daysi 
when they ceafed, gnd the pain in her 
fide, for which ihe firfl applied to me^ 
was quite removedf and did not again 
return* 

Near four months afterwards ihe cal-* 
led on me, as I had defired her, and ac- 
quainted me that ihe had enjoyed her 
health perfedly fince I faw her i that 
the laft time ihe was out of order^ which 
was the period when the difcharge was 
expected from the ftomachi ihe was taken 
in the natural way, and went her proper 

time^ 
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Hniei without any laterruplion ib that 



bdtirre* 



REMARK; 



This cafe appears to me to evince th^ 
powers of Eleiftricity very remarkably. 
It is curious to fee how wondejjfully naf 
turp exerts herfelf to remedy thofe Lufua 
Naturae^ which, in the multiplicity of 
her works, fhe fometimes forms.— We 
ought to be more furprized at her exad:- 
nefs tHan at her itw deviations, when 
we recollect the variety of creatipijg 
fhe is perpetually employed in ; ^n4 tjl?^ 
pains it cofts her to remedy thefp Jittlf ' 
inaccuracies, are frequent fubjefts of ad- 
miration to thofe who are curious i« ipr 
Veftigating her works* 

How to account for the peculiarity of 

the prefent cafe I am at a lofs ; but as I 

G had 
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Had obiferved in all the cafes of obftrudted 
menfes, that the powers of the animal 
CBConomy were ever ready to aflift any 
effort to the natural mode of difcharge; 
fo I was led to fuppofe, that even in this 
remarkable inftance I might be able to 
turn the courfe from its unnatural chan- 
nel. — The event proved favourable to my 
opinion, and, I think, is a very ftriking 
proof of the powers of Eledlricity over 
the animal ceconomy* 

I fhould obferve there were feveral 
difadvantages attended the operation of 
the Eleftric Machine in this cafe.— «^The 
woman had a long walk to come and go 
every day-^the weather was cool and 
rainy; and to thefe circumftances I at-^ 
tribute the daily checks her difcharge 
met with. — Had (he been in a iituation 
to have had every comfort at home, and 
that I could, with convenience, have vi* 

ated 
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fited her morning and Evening, flie would 
probably have had none of thofe inter-^ 
miflions, and the cure would have been 
more eafily efFedled; but the difficulties 
which attended it ferve only to add to 
the reputation of the means which pro- 
duced the end. 



CASE V. 



gARAH BtJRMAN was a patient in 

St. Thbihas's Hofpital, under the care 

of Dr. Reynolds. She had fufFefed an 

G 2 obftruc- 
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obftrudion of her menfes for more thaa 
nine months.-rHer legs were fwelled to 
a prodigious fize ; ihe was unable to take 
any cxercife on that account, and had 
many other pains and complaints in con- 
fequence ^of her difeafe. — Dr. Reynolds, 
at her firft admiffion, ordered her to be 
eledlrified 5 and this was done for a few 
days, with ftrong fhoeks after the o/d 
method. The patient however finding no 
relief, it was defifted from^ and he diredted 
medicines for her. — After three months 
the obftrudion ftill remained. I was at 
this time attending fome patients of Mr. 
Elfe's in the hofpital, fo the Dodtor paid 
me the compliment of fubmitting her to 
my care. 

She was 27 years old, of a ftrong, ple- 
thoric, and naturally healthful conftitu- 

tion I 
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f|on ; had liad ofie phild. She had ntvcF 
baenfabjedt to a large flux^ becaufe fhc 
worked hard in .the oou^try. She was of 
a verjf coftive habitipf body. 

On the nth of April, ^17^> I firft 
began to eledtrify her with moderate 
^Qcfcs through the pelvis to the: feet. 
She felt (bthethrobbipg pains afebut the 
lower pictTof her bblLyjand her thighs for 
three hours after ; and at night fhe was 
jtouchib^uhled with the head-^ich. 






Mthf4t«T^th-^aiidk4Jth. I reflated *h^ 
ilbocks dA * thie fadie. inmnner : the^ ptiiss 
left^iiw^headi and: renkovedlo .thfi;ih>r. 
mach and region of thei>pelvis/^botrarero 
always relieved for feveral hours after be- 

- i#^|«h.:Jiihgfedrifiod< fcfsr'as befew > lOi^ 
tiiati^flljgh tia fmall OieW of: the viheniSfUK^ 

flaae^was obferved for three hours. 

«, ♦• • ■ • 
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i i:6tKi I continued to pafs thefliocks- 
in the iame direftipnj the difchargcap*, 
peared within twenty minutes afterw4rd& 
in a good quantity, rilowed for an^ hour, 
and then ceafed. Her pains left her when 
the menfcs retuinnqd; 1^ . ^ .: r.' 

/17th; Repeating the fame, V/&^.apT, 
peared ill a-few;miniitcs> tontinued.hiorei^ 
than^ tyfO' hours, andl thea flopped* i • - 



i8th*— 19th*.! Nb difebargi^. followed 
the fhocks. On confulting the Dodor, 
itrwasthbught advi&able ihe:0iould;cQn- 
timieher medicines to keep hbr body lax%^ 
afiixLcQiiit the eledxic fhocks till thene^^t 
period approacb«d>: . bnr. r:- r 

• 'J uAj ' • .«:•.- ' /. *'/* 37: 1 

She left the hofpltal a few .'dayfclrftfp^ 
and went to a family in Suffolk-ilreet, 
v^erf (he was chie€)^jemploycd:<at rieedle- 
trc»k. On thcc5thr«f May! c^doa 
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hferj I found her legs vety much fwel^ 
led, and exceedingly painful. — She was 
very coftive, having negledted her medi- 
cines for fome days ; her head-ach was 
violent; fhe made but little urine, and 
her body fwelled* I began eledlrifying 
her again, and directed her to take a 
purging draught immediately.— She was 
fomewhat eafier the next day> from the 
relief the draught had given her* On 
the 

7thj She complained of the fwelling 
of her body, and of the fmall quantity 
of urine (he made.- — As I had obferved 
the Eledtric Shock to increafe the adtion 
of any part through which it was fent, I 
thought it might produce fome good ef- 
fect by Simulating the kidheys> and 
therefore direded it through them* — My 
conjecture was right ; fhe made a large 
quantity of urine that day and the two 

follow- 
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following^ and the fwelling of tlie bellj 
diminifhed in confequence. 

loth Majy She was not eleftrified: in 
the evening (he grew very uneafy and full 
of pain, was liftlefs and dejcded. — ^Thefc 
fymptoms all difappeared on the nth 
after being eledxified. — She continued 
mending till the 14th, when fhe com- 
plained much of a pain in her head.— *I 
pafled fome fhocks through it, which in- 
ftantly relieved it. — In the evening fhe 
found herfelf much better than ever fhe 
did before. The next morning, being 

15th, Some appearance fhewed itfelf : 
when I called on her, fhe was in bed, 
complaining of a mofl violent head-ach. 
I ordered her to rife and come down flairs, 
which (he was unwilling to do, being very 
low fpirited. — I eledtrified her brifkly, 
and her fpirits incrcafed after every fhoclu 

^I left 
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'^I left her quite eafy.— During the reft 
of the day the difcharge was unufually 
great, but ftie was perfedlly free from 
pain, and at night the fwelling of her 
legs was exceedingly diminifhed; 

1 6th — 17th; The Ihocks wefc repeat- 
ed, and the difcharge continued without 
any check ; after the third day, which 
was her ufual periods it ceafed; 

During thefe three days-^flie evacuated 
a much larger quantity than fhe had ever 
done; but found herfelf after it rathef 
weakened^ and her legs began again to 
fwell; By the advice of my friend, Dr; 
Mekell, who had attended to her cafe 
while in the hdfpital, and was anxious 
to learn the event, (he was then put upoix 
a courfc of bark and fiecl medicines, con- 
tinuing cled:ricity gently. In three weeks 
file was taken out of order ; after which 
H fhe 
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fhe left off all medicines, &c. and has^ 
fince had a perfeA ilate of health. 



REMARK. 

This cafe carries with it fo ftrong a 
conviiflion of the fervice of Eledtricityy 
that it will render a repetition of others^ 
lefs ftriking quite needlefs, which I fhaU 
therefore omit. 

It (hould be obferved, that this patient 
had laboured under thefe obftrudtions til) 
nature was almoft unable to bear the 
weight any longer, and would have eva- 
cuated the load at fome unufual place, 
if the care which had been taken of her 
had not prevented that. 

Notwithftanding the attention and ad- 
vice of an eminent phyfician, the remo*- 

val 
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val of the ohftruftion could not be ef- 
fedted by medicine, — At the time £he 
was put under my care fhe was too bad 
for me to fuppofe I fliould be able to ^-e- 
lieve her; it was not expedled ; and when 
in five days I gave the account of my 
fuccefs, it was received with furprize. 

The removal of the immediate ob- 
ftrudtion was not perfedting the cure of 
this young woman, — She had been trou-* 
bled with the Fluor Albus, which dimi- 
niflied after the appearance of the menfes, 
but did not leave her. — During the time 
{he omitted the ufe of Ekiftricity (he 
grew much worfe. — ^When £he purfued 
it again fhe began to mend, and her inci- 
pient dropfy left her. — ^After the fecond 
difcharge, moft of her original com- 
plaints difappeared; but others took their 
plzctf and particularly her Fluor Albus 
yras confiderable. — ^The ufe of tonic me- 
H z dicines 
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dicines were then plainly indicated ; thei^ 
pSkA wais cxtrenjely falutary ; the appli- 
cation of Eledtricity was removed {vott\ 
the pelvis, and confined only to the legs, 
—The event of their united operation 
efbtblifhed the conilitution oh as firn^ a 
|>afis as nature had provided for it. 



CASE 
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C.A S E VL 

pATHERINE HOPKINS, aged j8, 
was admitted into St. Thomas's HqP- 
pital 2^ February, 17791 for an enlarged 
ftnd ulcerated lip, which had been fupm 
pofed to be cancerous, partly from the. 
appearance of the part, and from the. 
account fhe gave of her mother, who, (he 
faid, died of a cancer in DubHnrin her 
44th year,— Her mother had never beco 
regular till after {he was piar^icc}, which 
happened in her i8th year. 

Convcrfing one day with my friend, 
Mr. Eife, on the powers of Eleftricity, 
and particularly of the certainty with ; 
which I had been abk to produce the « 
pienftrual flux, he fhewed me this girl, ^ 
^ade me acquainted with her cafe, and 

told 
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told me the Labia Pudendi fhewed a 
(ufpicious appearance, being enlarged an4 
ulcerated like her lip. He added, that 
he thought if fhe becanae regular, tjiefc 
fymptoms might mend. — As the medi- 
cines fhe had taken for this' purpofe had 
not produced any efFeS, he propofed to 
Dr. Rawlinfon that fhe fhould be put 
under my dircftion, whicl^ he politely 
admitted of, 

4th July, I hegan to electrify her 
gently, directing the fhocks through the 
pelvis, and continued them in the fame 
manner till the 9th, when fhe began to 
complain of flight pains in her head, back, 
and belly — ^fometimes in her thighs. Her 
fpirits were much mended 5 fhe found 
herfelf flronger^ and her lip was grow- 
ing better, though the thicknefs was not 
lefTened. 

I loth. 
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10th July, I paffed fliocks wlrerevcfr 
flie complained of pajin, which relieved 
lier ; and for experiment, I pafled a few 
gentle (hocks through her lip, and flung 
the eleftric fluid on the ulcers within 
it : this method was repeated e^ry day ; 
and 0x1 the 

17th, Her lip was reduced to its* na-^^ 
tural fize ; fome of the ulcers were heal-> 
ed ; but the lympathics in the nqck were 
a little fwelled: I direded fome fhocks 
through them, and they quickly fubiided. 

The appearance of her countenance 
was {o much mended for the better, 
by the fwelling of the lip fubfiding, that 
I was inclined to believe I had produced 
the alteration by my treatment of the. 
part, particularly as its amendment had 
been fo expeditious, and previous to the 
appearance of the menfes — but Mr. Elfe 

thought 
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thdught otherwife^ apd I have reason ia 
refpedt his opinibti. 

The Retention of the meiife'Si for wtiich 
{he was put under my care^ was not re- 
iiiovcd.-^I continued to eleSrlfy her 
daily^ and could produce a difcharge of 
ft whitifh colour from the uterus^ after a 
ihock of a certain ftrength : tills led me 
fo imagine^ the ailiftance of tonic medi-^ 
cines would produce the proper dif- 
charge ; and on the 23d of July I had 
thentioned this opinion to the Doctor ^ 
when the nurfc of the ward informed us 
our patient had been taken out of order 
the preceding evening, about an hour 
after I had eledtrified her« 

Tiey continued to flow VafHef pro- 
fufely for fix days, and then ceafed*-^ 
The labia pudendi, on examination, had 
three or four large ulcers remaining, but 

the 
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the fwelling was diminifliedi . As fiic 
had ufed no application to tkem for fome 
time> and had walked aboul^ it may be 
fuppofed they were heated and chafed ; 
ihe was therefore ordered to remain quiet^ 
and to wafli them with the Vegeto-mi-^ 
neral water of Goulard : in about tea 
days they were healed ; and on the lotk 
of Auguft (he was taken out of order for 
the fecond time : tAey. continued to flow 
rather profufe,; and to weaken her. — The. 
Dodtor ordered her ptoper medicines, 
which relieved her s and on the 

19th Augufl, She was difchargcd froni 
the hofpital perfectly well. 



R E M A R 1^; 

^his fingle cafe of the Retention of 

the Menfes will ferve to fhew vyhat pe-^^ 

4uliar diforders may arife from that caufej 

I and 
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and Horsy difficult if is tb relieve fheif^ 
fymptcims Withdat tenidving the obfttuct 
tibn from which tHey oriiginate.— ^I have 
hid the kafipinefs to rcftore hcajth ttt; 
£dtAt other ybtitig perfons labDUriiig Uht 
der the Retentloh of t;he Merifcs; and 
6he Lady wa^ every four vsreeks attacked 
with an ulqer oti her lip, which hfealed 
again in abo^t fivp diys; but after her 
pbfttilifti^n^ >^et^ removed, this fympton^ 
vaniftied.-^Another was hafterilhg to a 
ConfuxiiptiVc ftatc, and happUy relieved 
from it bjr the i^ebioydl of the ca»fe.-— .^ 
]^ut as I do not mean to trouble th^ rea- 
der with a repetittjOn pf pafcs> I ^ill beg 
his patience for only one more, which i^^ 
not uncommon in Surgery, 



l:. 



^ASE; 
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C A S P VII. 

♦ Was fettt fbr tb a Lady, Who had been- 
af8ia:ed\With pdittfuMilcWs on both' 
|icr legs for morfe thin fifteen ifionths.-^ 
They pame aftfet a lying-in, and had nevet 
licaled. The legs were fwellcd, but the 
ulcers had no malignant appearance,— 
She told me, that fince her laft mifcar- 
riage, which was then more than ten 
months, ihe had never been regular.— 
She attributed the pain and fwelling of 
her legs to that caufe; and upon en- 
quiry, I found that {he was fenfible of 
an endeavour of nature to relieve herfelf 
at regular periods, and that the pain fhe 
fufifered at thofe times was alleviated by 
a bloody difcharge from the ulcers.-— I 
applied the proper dreffings and bandages 
to the parts, and waited the approach of 
|hat period. 

In 
I 
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In about ten days, a pain feized lief 
back, and fhe began to complain of her 
legs : I then feledtrified her ; and the 
next day ihe. was taken out of order, and 
continued fo the whole week. The ul- 
cers mended from that time, and w€ire 
healed in three weeks afterwards* 



THE END. 



